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The China factor has always been a significant structural, ideological, and organisational factor in
Hong Kong elections. Since 2003, the deepening of intervention by Beijing and its Liaison Office
in Hong Kong meant that the China factor as an organisational force became increasingly salient
in elections. It also drove more people, especially young people, to resist China’s control and take
the road of  supporting independence or self-determination.  The 2016 elections showed more
ostensible intervention by the Liaison Office, and independence became a new campaign issue.
The China factor will continue to be an integral part of Hong Kong elections in years to come.
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